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BYU runner James Corrigan won the Big 12 title in the 3,000-meter steeplechase this year in Waco, Texas. He'l

be one of 21 Cougars headed to the NCAA championships in Eugene, Ore., next week.
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Utah’s most recent high school classes
have reflected this emphasis on going after
just the top-end players and letting the G5
gobble up the rest.

Utah signed two four-stars in the last
class and eight the year before that. While
the volume of recruits isn't there, the aver-
age recruit ranking is near the top of the Big
12. Most three-stars Utah is taking are high-
end three-stars who are on the fringe of four-
star status, There are still some projects, but
fewer.

Just looking at Utah's in-state recruiting,
it has mostly focused on the top five players
in the state. Whereas BYU has recruited well
from the 10-to-20th raked players, Utah has
signed 12 top-five players since 2017,

The No. 1 player in the state has gone to
Utah each of the last three years.

As for what could change this approach, and
have Utah focus on high schoolers again, El-
liss suggested a potential super league of some
kind. “You have to blow up the system,” he said.

1t is possible, in a hypothetical football su-
per league. there would be multi-year NIL
contracts and portal guardrails. That would
make schools more likely to want to dip back
ainand bring  access to G5 players to bring them up. Why  into the high school ranks where they can de-

wouldn't Utah use that to their advantage? velop their own players over multiple years

And with the extra roster spaces that You don't know moving forward what  and not poach other players so easily.
leared, the Utes could sign ready-made  rules and regulations the NCAA is going College football is already slowly moving
fers who were already proven. Itwould.  to continue to put out to make it easier for toward that with the introduction of reve-
n theory, im hiately upgrade the depth  guys to transfer. That puts a lot more stress  nue-sharing and salary caps after the House

and the t And it would decrease the  on high school kids,” Whitted said vs. NCAA settlement last week.

it Whittingham and his st amount of misses on the roster Plus, with the way NIL contracts are struc- “You can't blame the kids. It's free agency.
rule changes in recruitir Utah would still recruit high school play-  tured now. there isn't much of an advantage  That’s good for them.” Elliss said. “It’s just
the removal of most transfe ers, but mostly focu: four- and five-stars school playes over a trans- trying to take the NFL and have free agen-
figured they had to manipulate their roster  These were pl he Utes think, that are That high school ¢y every year. There's no current long-term
differently or get left behind probably » contributing quickly  plaver could also six months just  contracts. There's one-year deals. Not even
as a portal addition could. So if there is2  one year in reality. It's a couple months kind
e risk with both, Utah's staff figured it might of thing. So how long would an NFL team
re  aswell err on the side of the plaver whocould  and or the league survive under that kind of

- DAVID pECKER
o eed: - Utah coach Kyle Whittingham looks on from the sideline before the Utes' Las Vegas Bowl
i} spatsor - matchup against Northwester on Dec. 23, 2023, at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas.
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Even the most old-school coaches can
learn new tricks when winning is on the line.
Whereas Utah used to sign three-star  me, but ev Tybody else
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players and hope they developed. now the  really a junior college now,” Elliss said. “Be produce the quickest on the field structure? It wouldn't

Utes can almost outsource the development  camse these kids « N transfer [out] right “Hypothetically, we could sign a high But until then, Utah is still going to keep
and mitigate the risk. Utah can let that three- In Elliss’ est ion, the rules have cre-  school kid this spring and they could say, going down the transfer portal strategy
star player go to a Group of Five school and ystem. The Power Four hasthe  “Hey sin'tworking I'm leaving“Boom.”  The Utes may not love it, bu it is the best

develop there. If the prospect hit, Utah couid Whitted said

esources, me st NIL and now unlimi

business.




